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Gatting every learner climate-ready

Date: Friday 24, November
Time: 13:00 — 14:30 (CET)

Format: Online

A

Youth Engagement in the Greening Education
Partnership

Background

e Climate change is one of the most pressing priorities of the international
community, and the role of education is increasingly recognized as crucial to
promoting climate action. This recognition has been amplified with the adoption
of the Paris Agreement and Action for Climate Empowerment agenda at the
UNFCCC COPs. The voices of youth, demanding political commitment, have
grown louder than ever, particularly evident during COP26, Conference of Youth
(COY16) in Glasgow, and the pre-COP Youth4Climate event in Milan in 2021,



where young people were at the forefront of global climate action demanding to
be heard. An alarming 75% of youth express fear about their future, underscoring
the urgency for meaningful action and the significance of engaging and
empowering young people in addressing this critical issue.

e The Youth Declaration at the Transforming Education Summit, in September
2022, made a clear demand to decision makers to prioritise investments in
education for sustainable development across curricula. It particularly
emphasised the importance of climate education to equip learners with the
necessary skills and knowledge to foster resilience in the face of the climate
crisis.

e Building on this, the Greening Education Partnership (GEP) was launched at the
UN Transforming Education Summit in September 2022, as a global initiative to
deliver strong, coordinated and comprehensive action. The Partnership supports
countries and organisations to accelerate education responses to prepare every
learner to acquire the knowledge, skills, values and attitudes to tackle climate
change and promote sustainable development.

e The Greening Education Partnership is an inclusive community of practice that
brings together member states and key stakeholders. It currently, engages over
1000 organizations (including youth organizations and youth representatives)
and 80 member states in getting every learner climate-ready through the four
pillars of action: Greening Schools, Greening Curriculum, Greening Teacher
Training and Education Systems Capacities and Greening Communities. The
Partnership's apex organ, the advisory group, reserves two seats for youth
representatives, which are currently held by youth delegates from the World
Organization of Scout Movement and YOUNGO.

e In order to develop a stronger network and build capacities of youth, the
Greening Education Partnership, will convene for the first time a meeting of the
youth members of the Partnership. This meeting responds to the young people’s
call for more effective engagement within the technical level meetings of the
Partnership. It offers a platform for youth to formulate their engagement
strategy for the entire partnership. In addition, this meeting will provide a
networking space for youth organisations and youth representatives of members
of the Partnership to explore possible collaborations.

Objectives

This session will provide an opportunity to:

o Update youth members and potential members of the Greening Education Partnership on
the latest developments on the partnership;

o Bring together youth engaged in the Greening Education Partnership;

o Gather perspectives of youth on their participation across the four Pillars; and

o Discuss a strategy for youth engagement in the Greening Education Partnership.

Time and Venue




e When: Friday 24, November: 13:00 — 14:30 (CET)
e Where: Online via Zoom - Registration
e Participants: Youth organisations and youth representatives of the Greening Education Partnership

Moderator:
e Ms Sahana Kaur, YOUNGO the official children and youth constituency of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
e Mr Joaquin Parafita, World Organisation of the Scout Movement

3 mins Opening
e Ms Sahana Kaur, YOUNGO
e Mr Joaquin Parafita, World Organisation of the Scout Movement
> mins Overview of Greening Education Partnership
Overview presentation of the Partnership, including objectives, operational structure,
deliverables and the latest updates.
e Greening Education Partnership Secretariat
20 mins [Getting to know each other] Youth activities on climate change education and GEP
An interactive networking opportunity for youth organisations and youth representatives of GEP
members. Using an interactive tool, participants will have an opportunity to share their
organisation’s work.
30 mins [What is important] Youth and 4 pillars of the GEP

In breakout groups, participants will discuss key questions on youth priorities of the 4 pillars of
the GEP. An interactive tool will be used to facilitate the discussion.

e What are the priority issues that can be addressed through the Pillar?

e What are the best strategies for strong continuous youth engagement in GEP?

A) How would you like to be engaged or listened to within the Greening Education
Partnership?

B) What is the best strategy to engage or to be listened to, building on your experiences?
(e.g. (regular meetings, advocacy events, resource development, working group
engagement, policy development etc.)?

e What are the upcoming key advocacy moments and how can youth voice be
strengthened?



https://unesco-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlceGupjkrHtbPcVzz_XNkbmqPvHkbsRzP#/

Breakout group 1: Greening Schools
Moderated by: TBC

Breakout group 2: Greening Curriculum
Moderated by: TBC

Breakout group 3: Greening Teacher Training and Education Systems' Capacities
Moderated by: TBC

Breakout group 4: Greening Communities
Moderated by: TBC

30 mins Plenary on strategic engagement of youth at GEP

Note takers provide a summary of breakout room discussions in plenary.

In-depth plenary discussion on the key strategies for youth engagement at the GEP.
2 mins Wrap up and closing

Technical specifications

e The session will be online via Zoom. Participants are invited to register in advance:
Registration Link

e The session will be conducted in English.
e Duringthe session participants will be asked to provide inputs via the interactive tool,

Mural.

Contact

Greening Education Partnership Secretariat

Hosted by:

Section of Education for Sustainable Development
Division of Education for Peace and Sustainable Development

Education Sector

UNESCO

Contact: gep@unesco.org



https://unesco-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlceGupjkrHtbPcVzz_XNkbmqPvHkbsRzP#/
mailto:gep@unesco.org

