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Biography : 

 Julia  Carlow  is the  Associate  Head  of  Sustainability  at  American  University  of  Sharjah,  where  

she leads  the  integration  of  sustainability  into  the  academic,  administrative  and  operational  

framework  of  the  institution . With  over  six years  of  experience  in Higher  Education  

Sustainability,  Julia  is dedicated  to  promoting  sustainability  into  all  aspects  of  campus  life  and  

culture .

Keynote Speaker 1: Sustainability Excellence in Higher Education, AUS

Julia Carlow

Associate Head of 

Sustainability, AUS | AASHE 

Advisory Council Member.
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Founded in 1997 by His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, AUS was established with a vision to combine Islamic 
heritage with modern academic excellence, addressing the needs of contemporary society in the UAE and the Gulf region. 
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AUS Overview

Academic Units
Å College of Architecture, Art and Design
Å College of Arts and Sciences
Å College of Engineering
Å School of Business Administration

Undergraduate Programs
32 majors
46 minors

 Graduate Programs
18 masterҲs programs

5 PhD programs

Global Rankings

ÅTop 125 universities under 50 years of age 
(THE Young University Rankings, 2024))

ÅTop 22% globally (QS World Rankings, 2025)

Regional Leadership

ÅTop 10 Arab universities for 10 consecutive years 
(QS Arab Region University Rankings, 2025)
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In 2018, AUS was the first university in the MENA region 

to adopt the AASHE STARS Framework.

AASHE = The Association for the Advancement 

of Sustainability in Higher Education

AUS Sustainability Journey
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The STARS 
Framework

STARS = The Sustainability Tracking,
Assessment and Rating System

Å Over 2,000 data points across 5 pillars:

 - Academics & Research

 - Engagement

 - Operations

 - Administration & Planning

 - Innovation & Leadership

Å Holistic Understanding of Sustainability

Å A Global Sustainability Standard



Track 

Å Define a comprehensive strategy

Å Track & measure progress over time

Å Accountability through public reporting

Å Benchmarking with other HEIs

Benefits of Adopting a 
Sustainability Framework



ҵSustainability VisionҶ

1
0

Governance

ÅAUS Strategic Plan

ÅDedicated Sustainability Office

ÅHealth & Wellness

ÅDiversity & Inclusion



Curriculum

ҵUnderstanding SustainabilityҶ

1
1

ÅPrepare students for the challenges 
of the 21st century

ÅIntegrate sustainability across all 
academic departments

ÅCampus as a living laboratory

Curriculum



Sustainability Education at AUS

46% 95%22%

22% of offered 
courses are 
sustainability -
focused/inclusive

.

95% of all academic 
departments have 
at least one 
sustainability 
course offering

46 % of students 
graduate from 
programs that 
require an 
understanding of 
the concept of 
sustainability

1
2



Curriculum

ҵSustainability InnovationҶ

1
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ÅFind solutions for pressing 
sustainability issues

ÅIntegrate sustainability across all 
disciplines

ÅEstablish interdisciplinary 
sustainability research centers

Research
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Support for Sustainability Research at AUS

ENERGY, WATER AND SUSTAINABLE 
ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH CENTER

MATERIALS
RESEARCH CENTER

CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP, INNOVATION 
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT



Curriculum

ҵShaping a Sustainable LifestyleҶ

1
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ÅNew Student Orientation

ÅStudent Residential Life

ÅEcoRep Peer Leader Program

ÅSustainable Campus Dining 

Student Experience
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Shaping Sustainable Behavior 



1
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Building Leadership Capacity 
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ҵCollaborating for Sustainability Ҷ

Networks & Partnerships

ÅUAE Alliance for Climate Action

ÅUAE Universities Climate Network

ÅHigher Education Climate Dialogues 
Conference

ÅAASHE Advisory Council
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ҵOperational ExcellenceҶ

2
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Campus Decarbonization

ÅAUS Climate Action Plan

ÅAnnual GHG Emissions Tracking & 
Reporting

ÅBuilding Energy Efficiency

ÅWaste Minimization & Diversion
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2 Pearl Estidama  Rating for ESB  

Opened in 2019, the 
Engineering and Sciences 
Building (ESB) meets 
stringent environmental 
and sustainability 
standards.

Upon opening, the ESB 
achieved 2 Pearl 
ESTIDAMA Certification , 
in accordance with the 
requirements of the Abu 
Dhabi Urban Planning 
Council and ESTIDAMA 
Sustainability.


